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of Campania still competed successfully against foreign imita-
tions ; and Egypt was supreme in the market for linen stuffs
and paper. But these special goods, produced for the sake
of export only, became more and more exceptional. They
were driven out of the provincial markets by similar wares,
sometimes not inferior in quality, produced by the local
workshops. Thus, for example, the manufacture of earthen-
ware vessels and lamps and of glass was no longer limited to
one centre. The first of these products has a history of special
interest. Beginning in Greece and Asia Minor the industry
passed to Italy: in the second and first centuries B. c. the
figured earthenware of north Italy has no rival in the world.
In the first century A, D. southern Gaul begins to compete;
in the second half of the century the manufacture moves
farther north, and reaches the Rhine in the second century.
These vessels now conquer not only the northern and north-
eastern markets but Italy as well; and simultaneously Asia
Minor is producing the same article after the same patterns
for the southern and south-eastern markets. In the second
century A. D. all the provinces, both East and West, are
turning out in immense numbers the earthenware lamps which
had once been almost a monopoly of the workshops in north
Italy. Nothing now, except articles of luxury accessible to
few, finds a distant market; and indeed local imitations of
the products from great centres of industry crop up every-
where. For instance, the famous purple fabrics of Tyre were
imitated in Asia Minor, Thus, in manufacture also production
became more and more diffused.

But at the same time the quality grows inferior: there is
less both of mechanical skill and beauty. Technique becomes
monotonous and somewhat old-fashioned. In jewellery, for
instance, it is enough to compare the charming ear-rings and
brooches of the Hellenistic Age with the coarse Roman
imitations, and the same may be said of the pottery. ^ It is
important also to note this: ruins and tombs have yielded
up objects of Roman production by the hundred thousand,
and these warrant the assertion that practically no new
discovery was made in technique: on the contrary, many
earlier discoveries fell into disuse. In point of artistic beauty
every one knows that the products of the empire are immeasur-
ably inferior to those of the Eastern monarchies, or Greece,
or the Hellenistic Age,